America’s Best Hope for an Open Class World Champion Challenges

Heikki Mikkola at the U.S. Grand Prix at Carlsbad

by John Ulrich

Lackey (2) has the holeshot at the 1978 500cc USGP, ahead of World Champion Heikki
Mikkola (1).

radley Gene Lackey. 25, has pur-
sued the 500cc Motocross World
Championship for six years. He

could have earned big money during that

time, ifonly he had stayed in America and
raced AMA Nationals fora large Japanese
firm. Instead. Lackey chose the hard way,
heading for the motocross homeland be-
fore it was fashionable, challenging the
European masters on their own turf: The
Grand Prix circuit.

He started out with Kawasaki in 1972,
winning the AMA 500cc Championship,
and headed for Europe in 1973. That year,
still on Kawasaki. Lackey finished the year
ranked 13th in the World Championship.
He was 10th at the end of 1974. his first
season on Husqgvarna; 6th in 1975: 5th in
1976. Lackey switched to Honda for 1977.
finishing 4th.

1978 was Lackey’s best year. Still riding
for Honda, he finished second in the point
standings behind reigning champion
Heikki Mikkola. Throughout the season,
the pair of Lackey and Mikkola often ran
off in a private battle that left the other
riders far behind. At season’s end. Mik-
kola had 299 points, scored with 14 moto
wins, two 2nds. six 3rds and one 6th.
Lackey finished with 214 points tallied
with four wins, 10 2nds, two 3rds. one 4th
and one 5th. with three DNFs and two
DNSs. Five-time World Champion Roger
DeCoster was third with 172 points.

But Lackey’s end-of-season totals didn’t
accurately reflect how much competition
he gave Mikkola. For example, when the
500cc motocross circuit came to Carlsbad,
Calif., forthe U.S. Grand Prix. Lackey had
a legitimate shot at taking away Mikkola’s
title. Before Carlsbad. Mikkola had 21
points over Lackey, 147 to 126. With first
place in a moto paying 15 points and
second paying 12 points. Lackey would
have had to beat Mikkola seven times to
come even in points. But if Mikkola failed
to finish just one moto, and if Lackey could
win that moto. the margin would narrow to
seven points. Three moto wins could give
Lackey the points lead.

That's not the way it happened. Mikkola
had no failures, and crossed the finish line
in front. Lackey’s bike lost its chain twice
in the first Carlsbad moto, once while Brad
led on the first lap. again as he charged
through traffic in a desperate effort to make >
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Lackey was the only man who could even get close to Mikkola last year. In the second moto at

Carlsbad fans cheered on Lackey's pursuit of Mikkola.

up positions. Lackey retired. Mikkola won.

In the second moto in California.
Lackey challenged and challenged again,
closing right up on Mikkola’s rear wheel,
charging, stuffing a wheel in . . . but ulti-
mately failing. Mikkola won again. Lackey
second, far ahead of third place. So went
the season.

Contract negotiations between Lackey
and American Honda, his sponsor, broke
down at the end of 1978. Before his con-
tract with Honda had expired. Lackey had
already announced his intention to sign
with Kawasaki for 1979. His actual signing
with Team Green was announced by dou-
ble-page, full-color advertisements placed
by Kawasaki, headlined “What made Brad
Lackey give the Reds the blues? The Ka-
wasaki Greens." The advertisements
showed Lackey being tailor-fitted with
Team Kawasaki leathers and jersey, while
his red, white and blue Team Honda riding
outfit hung forlornly over a coat rack.

“That particular ad." said Lackey before
leaving for his European debut with his
new Kawasakis, “has done more for me
than Honda's PR department did in two
years. That's one of the major reasons |
found problems working things out with
Honda. They just weren’t into promoting
the riders. Honda’s going to be in business
for a long time, but Brad Lackey the racer
isn’t going to be racing forever. | need
exposure to help me further my career in
some field, so | can make a living after |
quit racing. | was really serious about that
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and Honda didn’t agree. We couldn’t come
to terms.

“I knew that since | had finished second
in 1978 that there might be some other
offers coming in by the time 1 got back to
the States. | tried to explain to Honda that
that was probably going to happen. |
wanted to negotiate my contract for 1979
before the Trans-AMA started (in the
United States). | pushed that point to
Honda Japan and to American Honda
quite a bit before | came home. But when |
got home. | couldn’t get a meeting. |
couldn't get anyone to listen to me or to try
to resolve my contract. Everybody at
Honda was just kind of putting me off.

“In the meantime. Kawasaki started
talking to me. If Honda had gotten the
contract done when | wanted it done. I'd
still be riding a Honda. But when Ka-
wasaki came in and we got to talking, |
found out how serious they were about
winning the World Championship, how
much they wanted to do it. Honda wasjust
kind of sitting around, saying that maybe
they'd have the same bikes that they had
last year—they’re not really moving. But
Kawasaki’s working really hard and all the
engineers are ready to work all night long
to make any changes we need. That got me
interested.

“We started talking financially and ev-
erything sounded good, and then we dis-
cussed the PR aspects. | still went back to
Honda and said to them ‘These other guys
want me to ride for them and | need this

and this and this’ (to remain with Honda).
And Honda said ‘We can’t give you any
PR, we can't promise this, we can't use you
in any advertisements, we can’t do any
commercials with you.” In the meantime
Kaw'asaki is saying they’ll do the kind of
stuff that we’re already seeing them do
now. | tried to work it out with Honda. |
tried everything | could to get Honda to
resolve the disputes, and they wouldn't
listen to me. So | signed with Kawasaki.”

Lackey’s contract with Kawasaki calls
for him to race two years with a third-year
option—that is, he’ll ride the third year if
both he and Kawasaki representatives
agree that he should.

“My plan is to win the World Champi-
onship this year and regain it the following
year, then stop and try to go into some kind
of filming or commercials. Like Bruce Jen-
ner. He worked 10 years to become de-
cathalon champion, worked all that time
and didn’t get too much. Then he’s the
champion and doesn’t have to win any-
more. That's my plan."

Obviously. Lackey is confident. He rode
prototypes of the Kawasaki GP bike before
signing his contract. “The basic design is
all there." Lackey said after one test ses-
sion on an early version of the 420cc
machine. “I'm just making personal
changes, the type of steering that | like,
head geometry and trail, and travel. We'll
change the engine, make it a little bit
different size. We're still making engine
changes, and we've been changing heads.
It has plenty of horsepower. The main
problem we have is trying to mellow it out
w'here it has nice and smooth power. We’'ll
probably put a four-speed gearbox in it."

Lackey left for Europe in what he called
the best physical shape he has ever been in.
He weighed 179 pounds, up from his pre-
viously-normal 165 pounds, and none of
the weight looked to be fat. The difference,
according to Lackey, came from a winter
conditioning program supervised by Dean
Miller, a certified trainer with a masters
degree in athletic training and sports medi-

continued on page 122
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WHAT DO YOU
AND REG PRIDMORE
HAVE IN COMMON?

1 You were the AMA >
Superbike champion (1 -

three years in a row. !

[ Pierre desRoches built
and tunes your
motorcycle.

[ You use Golden Spectro 4 Synthetic
Blend 20W/50 motor oil right off the
shelf.

WO hop®© you checked all three boxes, especially the last one.
You obviously know a good oil when it comes along. There are
several advantages to using Golden Spectro 4. If you race and
are into your motor all the time you'll see one right away. Vir-
tually no wear. Parts last much longer. If you're a street guy you
may notice you don't use oil between changes or that your
bike runs cooler. One reason for all this is that Golden Spectro 4
employs a friction modifier which dramatically reduces fluid
drag. Some other reasons are these:

= Golden Spectro 4 contains a special methacrylate polymer
which won't shear. It stays in grade as long as it stays in your
bike.

= Golden Spectro 4 utilizes diester synthetic which greatly ex-
tends the lubricating value of the already high quality
petroleum oils we use.

= Golden Spectro 4 offers true race track protection levels as
well as long mileage cleanliness.

Intercontinental Lubricants Corp.
Box 208, Brookfeild, Conn. 06804

AMI" TRAINS OUTBOARD & STERN DRIVE MECHANICS

- SEND MORE MFORMATRM TO- 1
If you are willing to work hard for | yoe

ten weeks. AMI can turn | gpeer 1
you into a Certified pem Si
Marine Mechanic. ~ smne 7P ]1

. PHOUE VET |
Professional

marine industry 1445 SKYTROOPER ROAD - DAYTONA BEACH.FL. 32014

APPROVED  « CALL TOLL FREE |800)874 0645

people know we FORVETS  « IN FLORIDA CALL [904|255 0295
1
Send in this coupon today! ’II\_\/I'XI\EIIQI\IIEAN
Be a Certified Marine
Mechanic. INSTITUTE

122/CYCLE WORLD

continuedfrom page 93

BadBrad L acltey -

cine from Arizona State University. The
program, said Lackey, improved his overall
conditioning and also concentrated on re-
pairing ankle injuries suffered during
1978.

“I've worked a lot harder than | have in
the past." said Lackey. “I'm running five
miles every day. doing power weight train-
ing and a lot of isometric stuff. When | get
to Europe I’'m going to be in the best shape
I’'ve ever been in. | am more confident and
that’s the main thing. My confidence has
just not been up to par in the past. But now.
looking at everything realistically. | can
actually win. Besides that. I*m more hun-
gry to win this year for some reason.
Probably because it's getting to the point
that | better win and it's going to have to
happen.

“I've gotten better every year that I've
been riding the GPs and there’s no reason
for me to stop getting better at this point.
1977 was the first year for Heikki on a
Yamaha, and everybody said that he
wouldn't do any good because he had a
new bike and had just gotten back into the
500cc class. He had a good year and just
smoked everybody really easily. He was
untouchable. He could sit on the seat, ride
around and win without even getting out
of control. Then 1978 came along and |
was pushing him a lot more than he was
pushed the year before. He was riding
harder, taking a lot more risks and getting
out of control. I'd hear from someone in
my pits ‘Oh man. Heikki just barely made
it. almost flipped over. | don’t know how he
hung on. maybe just because he’s a
Hercules.’

“So that was the difference between
1977 and 1978. All | can say is that 1979 is
again another year. I've learned more. I'm
going to be faster. I'm already as fast, or
faster, than Mikkola in a lot of places. It's
just that he’s really built strong and he can
ride on the limit when he has to. He
doesn’t make any mistakes and his bike
never breaks. That's a hard combination to >
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Extra Premium

The Ultimate 4-stroke Motorcycle Qll

Today's sophisticated
high performance ma-
chines need more from
an oil than ever before.
Bel-Ray Extra Premium Oil is
specially formulated for the
modern 4-stroke motorcycle, it
offers extra protection, extra
performance and extra depend-
ability. High film strength min-
imizes heat due to friction and
allows the engine to run cooler,
even under the extreme con-
ditions of long distance touring.
EXP’s special detergent add-

BEL-RAY COMPANY, INC., INTERNATIONAL CORP. HOOTRS.
P.O. Box 526, Dept BR-14, Farmtngdale. NJ 07727, <201> 936-2421. Telex 132476

EQUALEAN SIOECAR CO. 6141 W. ORANGE.n0.32, CYPRESS. CALIFORNIA 90630

itives give you greater
mileage between oil
changes and keeps the
engine running clean and
free of sludge and varnish.

Bel-Ray EXP exceeds all motor-
cycle manufacturers require-
ments for air-cooled and
water-cooled 4-stroke engines
and transmissions.

A premium motorcycle
deserves an extra premium oil.
Bel-Ray EXP, the ultimate
4-stroke motorcycle oil.

NATIONAL SALES OFFICE
561 S. Stale College BIvO.. Dept. BR-14. Fullerton, CA 92631, (714) 738-8474

QUALEAII

THESIDECAR
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manufactured in USA. under patents no.4,022,483; 244,365. others pending. >>>>

dealer inquiries invited.
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beat. But I’m going to be riding faster and
| have complete confidence in my me-
chanic and my new bike. | think | can
win—without any bad luck. Realistically.
Heikki is going to be the main guy. If| beat
him. I’ll be World Champion, and that'’s all
I’'m worried about.”

Bill Buchka wrenched Lackey’s Honda
in 1978. but Buchka stayed with Honda to
tune for Britisher Graham Noyce when
Lackey went to Kawasaki. So Lackey re-
cruited Steve Stasiefski as his mechanic. In
his first year on the GP circuit, Stasiefski—
formerly a mechanic for Maico’s U.S. dis-
tributor-tuned and transported West Ger-
man Herbert Schmitz’s Maico without
mishap—Schmitz finished fourth in Grand
Prix standings.

“| was really impressed when | saw the
wav he (Stasiefski) handled it all by him-

selflast year." said Lackey. “He was always
there in time, didn't complain too much
and did his job. | really didn't know him
that well. | had just seen that he had done a
good job. Then he went with me to Japan
and | was really impressed and amazed by
how much ,he knew, how well he could
work with any part of the bike-the sus-
pension. the motor, the gearbox. He knew
so much about every aspect of the motorcy-
cle. I'm happy to have him. He's got a new
truck and everything he needs. He's happy
as can be and a good outlook for him is
going to make a big difference. We're

ready.”
As ready as Lackey is. not everything is

peaches and cream, not even with the
backing of the Kawasaki factory. Kenny
Roberts was disappointed with the start
money he received during the 1978 season.
But at least for 1979 Roberts is guaran-
teed-as reigning 500cc road racing cham-
pion-a tenfold increase in the FIM
minimum starting money. FIM World
Championship motocross not only has a
lower minimum—SI50 versus road racing’s
S200—but there is no increase in the mini-
mum based on the last season's rankings.
The minimum stays at SI50 for everybody,
including the World Champion. >



