


T . E . Lawrence died on a Brough 
Superior. If he had been riding a 
Desert Phantom he might have had 
a chance .

Wha t Ossa has done is take the ir 
blue and orange motocrosser and 
modify it for desert flying. Actua lly, 
according to the distributor, Yankee 
Motors, quite a few of the eastern 
woods riders are into modified 
Phantoms too. Perhaps they should 
ca ll the eastern version the Forest 
F antom. How about Greenery 
Ghost?

Curious about wha t they did to 
turn a seriously phast motocrosser 
into a cross-country, enduro-type

La te a fternoon side light revea ls desert 
grunge a ttracted by tank tha t leaked 
a fter hooking up zoot tool carrier.
Notice custom numera ls, three to a 
customer.

machine? Thought you’d never ask. 
O therwise we'd never ge t to lay a ll 
these care fully prepared notes on 
you.

F irst, they changed the color. 
W ine red with gold and white trim. 
Extensive tests have proved tha t red 
motorcycles go faster for susta ined 
periods of time . They bolted on a 
spacious 3.2-ga llon tank. The bike 
needs it. The 36mm B ing is a thirsty 
devil. S ixty-mile loops in a desert 
enduro (admittedly a fast one) le ft 
precious little liquid splashing about 
within the fiberglass conta iner.

The whee lbase was lengthened for 
more stra ight-ahead stability by 
adding one inch to the motocrosser's 
17-inchswingarm. The D .P .’s swing- 
arm is made of chrome molv instead 
of a luminum. Same cylinder, but a 
P ioneer (enduro) piston is used. The 
two-millime ter-longer skirt improves
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the pulling capacity of wha t is 
a lready a very grunty race engine .

For additiona l flywhee l we ight a 
S tile tto (the old motocrosser) mag 
was used. Tha t mag doesn't have a 
lighting coil. R iders who want or 
need lights forenduros can exchange 
the S tile tto mag for a P ioneer mag. 
Desert Phantoms a fter the first 
production run will come with the 
P ioneer lighting coil.

Lessee . Enduro piston, heavier 
flywhee l. Only thing missing is 
wider transmission ra tios. Ossa 
popped a lower 2.78 first gear in

place of the 2.60 so you can putt 
away in first. They le ft the rest of the 
ra tios a lone and they’re just fine .

G earing was ra ised from 12/53 to 
13/50. Top end is around 70.

There's a coa l shove l-type bash 
pla te bolted on to protect the down- 
pipe . The dow npipe on the Phantom 
is higher than most, so ground 
clearance is fa irly decent. The pla te 
got scra tched but never high centered 
in the rocks.

Brush cables lor the foot levers 
were a lso added.

The desertiz ing added ten pounds
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to the Phantom. Yankee cla ims 207 
pounds without gas. We got 220 
pounds with a ga llon of gas in the 
tank and the tool kit on it.

Just like the motocrosser you ge t a 
couple of optiona l sprocke ts and je ts 
a long with a typica l tool kit. 
Some thing new is the lea ther tool kit 
carrier. The purchaser sends his 
warranty card to Yankee and they 
send him the tool pouch and a pa ir 
of straps.

Suggested re ta il a t test time was 
$1475, a hundred more than the 
race Phantom. If you’re interested 
you might be tter ought to act phast 
because Yankee told us they would 
probably have to up the price to 
about $1600 soon. Seems a ll those 
WIN buttons just aren’t quite 
making it.

The Desert Phantom kicks on the 
le ft side , like a ll Ossas. Nothing to it, 
once you ge t the program down. Just 
remember to le t off the steam be fore 
jamming the kickstart lever into the 
footpeg . The engine will ca tch 
be fore impact. The bike started on 
the first kick 99 and 44/100ths 
percent of the time , even a fter be ing 
le ft out overnight in the desert and 
waking up with frost on the saddle . 
It even fired right up a fter two 
ra ther nondescript crashes. The 
kickstarter on some Phantoms seems 
to require an inner tube rubber band 
to prevent flopping, but ours didn’t.

The downpipe has the same 
massive come-back-on-itse lf silencer 
tacked on the end of the pipe . It 
might be worth experimenting with 
silencers. The stock one robs some 
power. We bazooka ’d the interna ls 
of our silencer out the rear end a fter 
putting about 300 miles on the bike .

We kept an eye on the two rubber 
mounts a t the center of the pipe . 
We ’ve seen them tear on the early 
Phantoms, but ours he ld up fine .

The first Phantoms were having 
problems with the Ama l throttles 
coming off the handlebars. John 
DeSoto had it happen to him in a 
race . Russ Darne ll drilled into his 
bar to secure his throttle assembly.

Whee ls and rubber are the same 
on both bikes. Shoulderless Akronts 
with P ire llis — 3.00x21 and 4.50x18.

The brakes yie ld good progressive 
stopping power. On slipper}’ down�
hills the rear binder wouldn’t lock 
up and ge t sideways. Long as you 
keep it in the desert you won’t have 
any problems. Runs through deep 
wa ter a t the Dunes ha lved the 
stopping power. A few hard applica �

tions brought the brakes back. Same 
thing happened a fter a 25-cent 
hosedown.

The 70-degree throttle takes a 
while to ge t used to, then it’s O K for 
most riders, particularly since the 
D .P . revs slower.

Some shifts were missed, mostly 
going from second to third. The 
shifting Is smooth but requires a 
de finite snick. The distance from 
second to third seems longer.

Be tor suspension. The forks fe lt 
stiff when we got the bike and 300 
miles la ter they still fe lt stiff. It was a 
task just trying to compress the forks 
significantly when the bike was 
standing still. The shocks were O K 
but there arc be tter ava ilable . Spring 
ra te was fine for 195-pounders, a 
little stiff for 165-pounders.

The Phantom was the last of the 
good conventiona l shock loca tion 
bikes. Long trave l suspension, 
particularly for desert whoopdies, is 
a de finite asse t. Two Ossa-sponsored 
riders use different approaches. John 
DeSoto went to la id-down Boges on 
his motocrosser while Russ Darne ll 
bolted on long trave l Curnutts, long

Pretty new engine be fore be ing sand 
blasted.

a favorite with desert riders. Going 
to replacement shocks on the Ossa 
may be a problem unless you diddle 
around with fabrica ting new shock 
mounts. They’re se t up to accept 
larger than norma l shock mount 
bolts.

Try this simple experiment if 
there ’s a Phantom handy. Grab the 
rear of the frame in one hand and 
the swingarm in the other and try to 
move the swingarm from side to 
side . If the bike has some miles on it 
you may fee l some movement. Wear 
be tween the a luminum bushing and 
its nylon inserts some times leads to 
swingarm wiggles. You may not 
notice it unless you’re an Expert.

Then you’ll reach a certa in point 
and say: tha t’s it, I don’t want to 
push it any faster. If the problem 
occurs it can be cured by chroming 
the a luminum a fter it wears a bit or 
by having a stee l replacement 
bushing made .

We didn't ge t to hang onto the 
D .P . as long as we wanted. Yankee 
needed it for John DeSoto to run the 
Twenty Mule Team 200 desert race . 
Our testing was limited to a ge t- 
acqua inted session a t the Dunes, a 
two-day 240-mile desert enduro 
with plenty of fast open-it-up 
sections and another trip back to the 
track.

How’d John do in the desert?

C loseup of tool kit carrier. T ire sea ler on 
handlebars came in handy.

Swingarm on the D .P . is chrome moly 
ra ther than a luminum.

Front whee l.
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We ll, he finished ninth overa ll, fifth 
250 and second solo rider in the four 
times ’round a 50-mile loop race . It 
was a day not without its 
aggrava tions. F irst, it snowed a ll 
over everything. Then John had a 
fla t on the first loop. Then a footpeg 
broke off a fter ge tting bashed by a 
rock and he rode a one-legged loop. 
John handled a ll four circuits himse lf 
ra ther than teaming up with a 
partner.

Yankee wanted to keep the bike 
stock except for rider pre ference 
items. John switched to Boge shocks, 
put in a Twin A ir filter and fitted his 
own handlebars. Tha t was it for 
modifica tions. Oh, yeah. He forgot

to bring his goggle de fogger and his 
hands froze . One other thing. The 
engine never missed a bea t.

The power on the D .P . is both 
strong and gruntv. You notice the 
longer whee lbase in the corners but 
it's a trade-off for making haste 
stra ightly. The flywhee l and enduro 
piston make it possible to roll the 
throttle on and off while staying 
with one gear. Short shifting was no 
problem a t a ll, and hills were a gas. 
Just turn it on and try to forge t 
about the rocks you’re bouncing off. 
Back off a little for an uphill turn? 
O K . There ’ll still be some thing there 
to keep you going. Never did have to 
go back down and try over aga in.

O SSA250 D E S E RT PHANT OM

PRIC E (re ta il, approx.).................. $1475
E N GIN E TYP E:
.................... S ingle cylinder, two-stroke
DISPLA C EMENT .............................250cc
B O R E & STR O KE .............72mm x 60mm
C OMPR E SSION RATIO ................. 13.0:1
C ARBUR E TIO N .................... 36mm B ing
HP a t RPM................... No figure cla imed
CLUT C H ........................ We t, multi-pla te
PRIMARY DRIV E ........ Double row chain
TRANSMISSIO N RATIO S:
1) ...................................................... 2.78:1
2) ....................................................... 1.92:1
3) .......................................................1.43:1
4) .......................................................1.17:1
5) .......................................................1.00:1
FINAL DRIV E .................... 5/8-inch cha in
............................... 13-tooth countershaft
.............................. 50-tooth rear sprocke t

AIR FILTRATIO N............................. Paper
ELE CTRIC AL SYST EM . C DI (Motoplat)
LUBRICATIO N .................... Pre-mix 32:1
R E C OMME ND ED F U EL............ Premium
R E C OMME ND ED OIL.............. Full Bore
F U EL C APACITY . 12.1 liters (3.2 gallons) 
F RAME Chrome moly, double downtube 
SUSP E NSIO N............................. 17.6 cm trave l

.........................................(7 inches) Be tor
SUSP E NSIO N............................. 10.1 cm trave l

......................................(4 inches) Be tor;
.........................measured a t the rear axle

WH E ELS & SP O K E S ........ Akront a lloy,
.............................................. shoulderless

TIRE S:
..........................3.00x21 P irelli motocross
..........................4.50x18 P irelli motocross
DIME NSIO NS:
Whee lbase ............... 141 cm (56 inches)
C learance ...................20.6 cm (8 inches)
Sea t He ight ..........84.6 cm (33.8 inches)
Handlebar W idth . .86.3 cm (34.5 inches)
We ight.................. 99.8 kg (220 pounds);

.. we ighed with oil and one ga llon of gas

.................... 43.6 percent on front whee l

......................56.4 percent on rear whee l
BRAKE S:

C able-opera ted drum, front 122 x 30mm 
. .. Rod-opera ted drum, rear 150 x 30mm

INSTRUME NTS ............................... None
LIG HTS ............................................. None
SILE N C E R ...........................................Yes
SPARK ARRE ST O R ......................... None
PRIMARY KIC K ................................... No
WARRANTY:
S ix months — magne to and coil; three 
months — connecting rod and cases; 
two months — frame excluding swing- 
arm; one month — tank and crankshaft

The Ossa clutch is a bear for 
punishment. (G e t it? Ossa . Bear. 
Oh. skip it.) S lipping the clutch 
be tween whee lstands and hole 
digging in rea lly soft uphill sand 
didn't faze it.

When we headed out for the 
enduro we toyed with the idea of 
dropping the gearing for more 
low-speed grunt. It rea lly wasn’t 
necessary, which is good since we 
didn't bring a wrench big enough to 
change it anyway. Be prepared is 
our motto. S tock gearing tops out a t 
around 70, about ten mph faster
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than the MXer. The fast desert guys 
will probably gear up while the 
enduro guys may go down.

BITS & PIE C E S

G as tank cap has brea ther. 
There ’s a pe tcock on both sides of the 
tank.

Pegs are folding, serra ted loops, 
but they aren't spring loaded.

Dust covers around the hand 
levers with one easy-open snap.

You can’t screw the gas cap down 
a ll the way with the lea ther tool 
pouch in place . Result: gas leaks a ll

over the tank and vour lea thers. 
Yankee is going to look into curing 
this with a different cap gaske t.

Saddle is very plush. Seven hours 
la ter you still fee l good, or a t least 
your bottom does.

Yankee is partia l toward using 
the ir Full Bore 50 racing oil (a high 
scorer in DB ’s oil test) a t 32:1.

The tool pouch is roomy and 
accepts the entire stock tool kit plus a 
couple of plugs, sa fe ty wire , gray 
tape , a Polish Swiss army knife and 
one Hohner B lues Harp (key of G).

F iberglass fenders survived two 
mild crashes but plastic is be tter.

IN TH E RIG HT G E AR 
Be tter Buy Be lsta ff

You take great care in se lecting a motorcycle why not do the same 
when you ge t your riding appare l. When you choose Be lsta ff, you're 
in the right gear no ma tter wha t kind of bike you have and no ma tter 
how rough the wea ther and terra in may be .

Be lstaff is the world's leading manufacturer of qua lity made compe ti �
tion riding suits. The Tria lmaster Professiona l two-piece suit is a 
classic in its own time . Made of tough "tearproof”, chemica lly 
treated re inforced natural cotton that "brea thes” ye t will rema in 
absolute ly wa terproof even in a driving ra in. Comfortable and stylish, 
the Tria lmaster will withstand severe punishment and abuse and last 
for years! W ide ly Copied But Never Equa led—Your Best G ear.

Bekta ff mALD CIdlCII I PProfessiona l
A C C ESS O RY DISTRIBUT O RS . IN C .. 175 F a ir S t.. Pa lisades Park, N .J. 07650 
HAP JO N E S . P . O . Box 3068. San Francisco. C a lif. 94119 
NIC H OLS MO T O R C Y CLE SUPPLY . 4135 W . 126th S t., Chicago, III. 60658 
WH E ELSP O RT DISTRIBUTIN G C O .. IN C ., P . O . Box 8827, Portland. Oreg. 97209

Send 254 for BeU laff Brochure

Spokes didn’t loosen a fter 240 
miles of desert rocks and sand.

They still come through with a 
paper a ir filter. K & N and Twin A ir 
offer a lternatives.

The forks may have been harsh 
because of gunky fork oil. John 
DeSoto told us tha t some pre tty grim 
looking stuff dra ined out while they 
were prepping the bike for his race .

SUMMATIO N

Because of the abbrevia ted test (or 
e longa ted impression) we didn’t ge t 
a chance to le t our usua l crowd of 
dere licts and back-slappers climb 
on. Two sta ffers rode the Desert 
Phantom. One , who didn’t much 
like the Phantom motocrosser (a 
minority of one among thousands 
. . . hundreds . . . ) did not like the 
Desert Phantom much e ither. 
F igures. Sa id he never rea lly fe lt 
confident on it and it seemed wide . 
The other sta ffer, who rode the 
two-day enduro, a te it up. So there 
you are . While one sta ffer can easily 
live without it the other wants it 
back for whadda you ca ll it, oh 
yeah, extended testing.

it is unique , wha tever e lse you say 
about it.

R iders who thought the moto �
crosser was too quick for them on the 
race track may find the D .P . just 
right for them if they’re into 
occasiona l motocross mixed in with 
enduros. cross-country or cow- 
tra iling.

T ime keepers can hang some lights 
and a speedome ter on it and take to 
the woods phastly. Just to confuse 
things Ossa has a Super P ioneer in 
the wings. This uses the Phantom 
chassis with the SDR/P ioneer enduro 
engine , lights and speedo.

The Desert Phantom has a super 
engine and should prove dependable , 
but it’s going to need some long 
trave l shocks or forward mounting 
to make things easier to keep up with 
stra ight-aheaders like the gas C irling 
Huskys and the monoshockers. Make 
the suspension change and you can 
phly with the phastest of ’em. q
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