


G O SLO W , LO O K F UNNY SH O O T O UT

Baah . . ang! Baaah . . . ang! 
Wha t’s going on? S low shooting, 
na tura lly. If you’re gonna do a 
shootout on four tria ls bikes you 
have to shoot slowly. And stand up a 
lot.

Next problem. Whadda you do 
when you have four tria ls bikes and 
only one sta ffer owns one of the 
things or has ridden observed tria ls 
compe tition. We ll, you can fake it or 
you can grab a hold of somebody- 
like Lane Leavitt, who is Na tiona l 
Number One when it comes to going 
seriously slow. And you tear Doug 
Bradbury away from his swimming 
pools long enough to ride around 
with you and ask him to bring a long 
some more bogwhee ling types from 
V . O .T .E . — which is e ither a 
ge t-the-youth-out e lection com�
mittee or a loca l tria ls associa tion. 
Doug is an Expert and, of course . 
Lane is an E XP E RT , and our own 
plodding crew of sta ffers and 
hangers-on joined with the eva lu �
a tion. End of introduction.

Y O U C AN ’T T ELL TH E 
PLO NK E RS WITH O UT A 

S C O R E C ARD

We tested four 250 tria lers. The 
Montesa 247 Cota , the Yamaha 
TY250, the Kawasaki KT250 and 
the Ossa MAR P lonker. We a lso 
went a fter the Suzuki RL250 but 
couldn’t come up with one in time 
for the test. The 250 Bui wasn’t in 
the country ye t, nor was the new 
TL250 Honda . We ’ll ge t them la ter 
on in the year.

By now you a ll know about 
Spanish tria ls bikes and how the 
Japanese have just jumped in re �
cently, so we won’t go into it. We 
will say tha t the Kawasaki we tested 
was a fina l pre-production proto�
type . There will be minor changes.

V . O .T . E . PrezTom Burman.

a ll for the be tter presumably, in the 
production unit, including a more 
comfortable sea t. This year’s Yamaha 
and Ossa are both the same as last 
year’s. Next year’s Yamaha will be a 
monoshocker. (Maybe they could 
ca ll it the Mono-S lower).

E Y E BALLIN G
The two Japanese bikes have 

primary kickstarting, the Spanish 
bikes don’t. A ll kick over on the right 
side except for the Ossa .

Spark arrestors. The Montesa was

Doug Bradbury mimicking Mick on 
MAR .

Another V . O .T . E . 'r, Larry Barr.

the only bike without an approved 
arrestor.

Lighting. Everybody had some . 
Reason for lights on a tria ls bike? In 
Europe compe tition bikes must be 
stre e t-lega l and in Japan, from wha t 
we hear, tria ls bikes are ridden on 
the stree t.

Speedome ter/odome ter. Montesa 
and Kawasaki sport a sma ll instru �
ment off the right fork leg. It’s on the 
le ft leg on the Ossa . The Yamaha 
doesn’t have one .

Cha in adjusters. Sna il cam type
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pa ttern. Everybody uses 2.75x21 up 
front and 4.00x18 on the rear. Tria ls 
pa ttern, na tcherly.

Ground clearance . From 9.8 
inches for the Ossa and Montesa to 
11.2 for the Yamaha . The Kaw 
measured 10.8 inches.

Bash pla tes. Sma llish stee l under�
side-type pla tes on the Kaw and 
Cota . P lastic on the Yamaha and 
Ossa . The Ossa plastic is much 
sturdier.

We ight with one ga llon of gas. 
Ossa 212. Yamaha 216. Kawasaki 
226. Montesa 213.

Fue l system. O il injection for 
Japan. Pre-mix for Spa in. F irst thing 
the serious guys do is remove the fue l 
injection to save we ight and ge t 
be tter throttle response .

KAWASAKI KT250

PRIC E: (reta il, approx.) $1200 
E N GIN E TYP E: Two stroke , 

piston va lve , single cylinder 
DISPLA C EMENT: 246cc 
B O RE & STR O K E: 69.5mm x 64.9mm 
C OMPR E SSIO N RATIO: 6.5:1 
C ARBUR E TIO N: 26mm Mikuni 

VM 26S C
HP @ RPM: 16.0 @ 6500 rpm cla imed 
CLUTC H: We t, multi-plate 
PRIMARY DRIV E: 3.26:1 
TRANSMISSIO N RATIO S:

1) 3.25:1
2) 2.47:1
3) 1.83:1
4) 1.22:1
5) 0.79:1 

FINAL DRIV E:
15 -tooth countershaft 
52 -tooth rear sprocke t 

AIR FILTRATIO N: O iled foam 
ELE C TRIC AL SYST EM: C DI 
LUBRIC ATIO N: Superlube (oil injection) 
R E C OMME ND E D F U EL: Premium 
R E C OMME ND E D OIL: None specified 
F U EL C APACITY: 5.7 liters 

(1.5 ga llons)
F RAME: Double cradle , mild stee l 
SUSP E NSIO N:

16.2cm trave l (6.3 inches)
10.3cm trave l (4 inches); 
measured a t the rear axle 

WH E ELS a SP O K E S: DID a lloy, 
shoulderless 

TIR ES:
2.75x21 Dunlop, 4-ply nylon tria ls 
4.00x18 Dunlop, 4-ply nylon tria ls 

DIME NSIONS:
Whee lbase . . 131.3cm (51.2 inches) 
C learance .... 30.3cm (11.8 inches) 
Seat He ight . . . 76.4cm (29.8 inches)
Handlebar W idth...................83.4cm

(32.5 inches)
We ight.......... 102.5kg (226 pounds);

we ighed with oil and one ga llon of gas 
45.1 % on front whee l 
54.9% on rear whee l 

BRAK E S .
C able-opera ted drum, front 
Rod-opera ted drum, rear 

INSTRUME NTS:
Speedome ter/odome ter 

LIGHTS: Yes 
SILEN C ER: Yes
SPARK ARR E STO R: Yes, approved 
PRIMARY KIC K: Yes 
WARRANTY: Most like ly: six months; 
additiona l warranty can be purchased 
PARTS PRIC E S:

Not ava ilable a t press time

on a ll bikes.
Swingarm cha in oil reservoir. The 

Ossa doesn't have one . The other 
three bikes did. The Kaw has a bolt 
to keep the oil in. The Yamaha has a 
plug tha t keeps popping out.

Pegs. Only the Yamaha had 
looped, serra ted, spring-loaded, 
folding pegs. Montesa and Kawasaki 
pegs are spring loaded. The Kaws 
use pimpled solid stee l with three 
dra in holes while the Cota's are solid 
with a diamond pa ttern. The

P lonker's are looped and folding but 
springless.

Rear brakes. C able for the Spanish 
bikes, rod for the Japanese .

Dust covers for hand levers. 
Yamaha and Kawasaki have 'em.

Tool kit compartments. Yamaha 
and Montesa .

F enders. A luminum on the Ossa , 
plastic on the Kaw and Yam, and 
fiberglass on the Montesa .

G as tanks. S tee l for Japan, glass 
for Spa in.

Frames. A ll four use mild stee l.
Whee ls. DID a lloy numbers for 

Japan. Akront for Spa in. The Ossa 
still has the old shouldered-type 
rims.

T ires. Dunlop for Japan, P ire lli 
for Spa in. Ossa has the old P ire lli
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Lancer Lea thers have the look and the fee l 
professiona ls like Jim Pomeroy demand. Max �
imum protection with plastic knee cups, pad �
ded hips, and exclusive vented side stripes. 
Authentic factory colors for Honda , Yamaha , 
Kawasaki and Bultaco riders. Send 50<t for 
1975 ca ta log and deca l.

tC anrrr IG ea thrrH
10624 N . 19th Ave .. Dept. DB 
Phoenix. Arizona 85029 (602) 944-1783

F A C T O RY R E PLIC A-. 
MX^G P LE ATH E RS

TH E W O RLD SP O RTS MO T O C R O SS 
JE RS E Y WILL GIV E Y O UR RIDIN G 
G E AR TH E C OMPLE T E LO O K! 
NYLO N V E NT E D WITH PADD E D 
ELB O WS AND IN CLUD E S Y O UR BIK E 
LO G O O N TH E F R O NT AND 
SLE E V E S WITH Y O UR NAME AND 
NUMB E R O N TH E BA C K .

S E ND $13.95 + 504 P O STA G E AND 
HANDLIN G T O:

W O RLD SP O RTS PR O DU C TS , IN C ., ATT E NTIO N NAN C Y 
HIG HLAND & WHIT E STS ., P . O . B O X 310 
G R E E NSBUR G , P E NNA . 15601 or ca ll (412) 836 1302

SIZ E: S M L XLG C OLO R: 1st choice 2nd choice
BIK E NAME_______________________
RID E R'S NAME___________________ BIK E NAME O N SLE E V E Y E S N O
RID E R'S NUMB E R________________

NAME______________________________________________________________________

ADDR E SS__________________________________________________________________

CITY__________________________________STATE_______________________ ZIP___

A ll Orders must be pa id in U .S . Dollars

Ignition. Points on the Yamaha 
and Montesa . C DI for the other 
guys.

Bore and stroke . Ossa 72 x 60mm, 
Yamaha 70.7 x 65.9mm, Montesa 
72.5 x 60mm, Kawasaki 69.5 x 
64.9mm.

Cha in. Spanish hikes have the 
larger 5/8 x */« pre ferred for 
compe tition.

C arbure tion. Kawasaki — 26 
Mikuni. Yamaha — 26 Te ike i. Ossa 
— 27 IRZ . Montesa — 27 Ama l and 
the N ight V isitor.

G earing. Kawasaki 14/52. Ossa 
12/46. Yamaha 14/53. Montesa 
10/48.

Warranty. N ine ty days for the 
Yamaha . S ixty days for Ossa . None 
for Montesa . S ix months for Kawa �
saki. they think, it isn't de finite ye t.

Price . Ossa $995, Kawasaki 
approxima te ly $1200, Yamaha 
around $1100, maybe lower, and 
Montesa $1190.

So much for the snooze stuff. 
Wha t’s it like riding ’em?

BRAK E S
The Yamaha got the nod for best 

brakes. The Kaw’s were good too. 
Rear brake on the Yam was a slight 
bit touchy. Most competition riders 
use the rear brake only when they 
need to slide the rear end around for 
a turn a t the bottom of a downhill. 
The Cota's brakes were not as 
strong, but they did have a bit more 
fee l. T lu* front brake would 
occasiona lly lock up (litera lly). One 
of the Montesa riders told us this is 
caused by a cam in the backing pla te 
designed to keep wa ter out of the 
brakes. Wha tever the cause , it’s a bit 
we ird. The Ossa brakes: those of a 
gentler na ture simply sa id use the 
engine for braking. O thers just 
labe led them a trocious.

P O W E R
The Spanish bikes offered 

smoother, lower pulling power. The 
Montesa seemed to pull lowest. Most 
fe lt the Ossa didn’t make as much 
power, but this was offse t by 
smoothness and good revving habits. 
The Yamaha is revvy. It will 
actua lly come up on the pipe and 
needs more flywhee l. The Kawasaki 
could bene fit with a little more 
flywhee l. It has good power but 
some riders thought the throttle was 
too quick. Lower gearing would 
he lp too.
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Trave l on the Montesa forks was not 
as long, but was soft. Leavitt liked 
the forks on the Kaw best, liked the 
Montesa forks least. O ther tria lers 
liked the Kaw items too, fee ling they 
had good down damping. The guys 
wha t know fe lt the Yamaha shocks 
weren’t as soft, then pointed out tha t 
Andrews rides on the fast side and 
the stiffer forks probably re flect his 
style . Ossa forks were ra ted as 
a lright.

TIR E S
The Kaw and Yam have four-ply 

Japanese Dunlops. The Ossa had the 
old P ire lli pa ttern and the Montesa 
had the new P ire lli pa ttern. The hot 
se tup is two-ply Dunlops made in 
England or the new P ire llis. Leavitt 
thought the Japanese Dunlops were 
good and the new P ire llis exce llent.

BITS & PIE C E S
MAR stands for Mick Andrews

Replica . He ’s with Yamaha now. He 
won the European Tria ls Champion�
ship for Ossa in 1971 and 1972 and 
the Scottish S ix Days Tria l for three 
stra ight years from 1970 to 1972.

The TY has a zooty rubber cover 
over the top of the carbure tor.

The Cota has rubber accordion- 
tv pe fork tube covers.

The Kaw has a two-plug se tup.
It’s hard to ge t to the Yamaha 

spark plug for a reading or changes. 
Same applies to timing the engine .

The ends of the Yamaha footpegs 
need to be re inforced. O therwise 
they bend and then break off on 
rocks.

The plastic Ossa bash pla te stands 
up about six months with a serious 
competitor. It is much sturdier than 
the Yamaha item.

The Montesa clutch arm is 
mounted on the bottom of the 
engine . This is not too hot for rock 
riding.

O SSA MAR PLO NK E R

PRIC E: (re ta il, approx.) $995 
E N GIN E TYP E: Two-stroke , single 
DISPLA C EME NT: 244cc 
B O R E & STRO K E: 72mm x 60mm 
C OMPR E SSIO N RATIO: 9.5:1 
C ARBUR E TIO N: 27mm IRZ 
HP @ RPM: 19 @ 6500 rpm cla imed 
CLUTC H: We t, multi-pla te 
PRIMARY DRIV E: Cha in 
TRANSMISSIO N RATIO S:

1) 4.31:1
2) 3.24:1
3) 2.40:1
4) 1.62:1
5) 1.00:1 

FINAL DRIV E:
12 -tooth countershaft 
46 -tooth rear sprocke t 

AIR FILTRATION: O iled foam 
ELE C TRICAL SYST EM:

Motoplat e lectronic 
LUBRIC ATIO N: Pre-mix 32:1 
R E C OMME ND E D F U EL: Premium 
R E C OMME ND E D OIL: Full Bore 
F U EL C APA CITY: 5.19 liters 

(1.37 ga llons)
F RAME: Mild stee l 
SUSP E NSIO N:

12.8cm trave l (5 inches) Be tor 
9.5cm trave l (3.7 inches) Be tor 

WH E ELS & SP O K ES: Akront stee l, 
dished rims 

TIRE S:
2.75x21 P ire lli tria ls 
4.00x18 P ire lli tria ls 

DIMENSIO NS:
Whee lbase . . . 130.3cm (50.8 inches)
C learance ........ 25.1cm (9.8 inches)
Seat He ight . . . 83.4cm (32.5 inches)
Handlebar W idth.................. 83.4cm

(32.5 inches)
We ight............ 94.8kg (212 pounds);

we ighed with oil and one ga llon of gas 
44.1 % on front whee l 
55.9% on rear whee l 

BRAK E S:
C able-opera ted drum, front 
C able-opera ted drum, rear 

INSTRUME NTS:
Speedome ter/odome ter 

LIG HTS: Yes 
SILEN C ER: Yes
SPARK ARR E STO R: Yes, approved 
PRIMARY KIC K: No 
WARRANTY: Two months 
PARTS PRIC E S:

P iston Assembly.... ............ $30.32
R ings......................... .... $7.90 pa ir
C lutch C able ............ .............. $3.80
Cylinder.................. .......... $131.74
Shift Lever.............. ............ $16.74
Brake Peda l............ .............. $2.50
C lutch lever............ .............. $5.04

P impled pegs on Kawasaki ge t 
very slippery in the mud.

Only fouled plug was with the 
Montesa . O ther Spanish manufac �
turers have gotten away from using 
the Ama l carb.

Little things Lane Leavitt liked on 
the Yamaha: vented cases, plastic 
fenders (on the Kawasaki too) and 
the tucked-in shift lever.
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YAMAHA TY250

PRIC E: Somewhere around $1100, 
maybe lower

E N GIN E TYP E: Two-stroke , reed va lve , 
single

DISPLA C EME NT: 246cc 
B O R E & STR O K E: 70.7mm x 65.9mm 
C OMPRE SSIO N RATIO: 6:1 
C ARBUR E TIO N: 26mm Te ike i 
HP @ RPM: No figure cla imed 
CLUTC H: We t. multi-pla te 
PRIMARY DRIVE: 3.4:1, he lica l gear 
TRANSMISSIO N RATIO S:

1) 2.71:1
2) 2.06:1
3) 1.52:1
4) 1.00:1
5) 0.66:1

FINAL DRIV E: DID 428H 
14 -tooth countersha ft 
53-tooth rear sprocke t 

AIR FILTRATIO N: O iled foam 
ELE C TRIC AL SYST EM:

F lywhee l magne to
LUBRIC ATION: Autolube oil injection 
R E C OMME ND E D F U EL: Premium 
R E C OMME ND E D OIL: Yama lube 
F U EL C APA CITY: 6.06 liters 

(1.6 ga llons)
F RAME: Tubular semi-cradle , 

mild stee l 
SUSP E NSIO N:

15.6cm trave l (6.1 inches) Kayaba 
forks
7.7cm trave l (3 inches); measured a t 
the rear axle

WH E ELS & SP O K E S: DID a lloy 
TIR E S:

2.75x21 Dunlop, 4-ply tria ls 
4.00x18 Dunlop, 4-ply tria ls 

DIME NSIONS:
Whee lbase .. 130.8cm (51.0 inches)
C learance ........ 28.7cm (11.2 inches)
Seat He ight........ 77.0cm (30 inches)
Handlebar W idth................... 84.1 cm

(32.8 inches)
We ight................ 98kg (216 pounds);

we ighed with oil and one ga llon of gas 
45.6% on front whee l 
54.4% on rear whee l 

BRAK E S:
C able-opera ted drum, front 
Rod-opera ted drum, rear 

INSTRUME NTS: None 
LIGHTS: Yes 
SILE N C E R: Yes
SPARK ARR E ST O R: Yes, approved 
PRIMARY KIC K: Yes 
WARRANTY: 90 days, everything ex �

cept spark plugs and oil 
PARTS PRIC E S:

P iston Assembly......................$16.40
(including pin and clips)

R ings........................................ $8.50
C lutch C able .............................. $4.46
Cylinder.................................. $75.90
Shift Lever................................ $3.16
Brake Peda l.............................. $4.42
C lutch Lever.............................. $3.20
Comfy sit down sea t............... $39.90

Kawasaki shift lever is angled 
upward to ge t it out of the way. 
Many tria ls shoes (shoes? loa fers? 
no, ga loshes) do this.

The Ossa rear sprocke t is not the 
fla t varie ty favored to make it less

prone to rock injury.
Spark arrestor mounting on 

Yamaha could be sturdier.
Montesa frame has a tube running 

across under the swingarm tha t can 
ge t hung up on rocks.

Some of the nuts and bolts type 
stuff on the Montesa could be 
upda ted. For instance , the bottom 
shock mount uses circlips tha t a rock 
can do in.

The Kawasaki has an ignition key, 
Honda mounted le ft side under the 
gas tank.

SUMMATIO N
So where does it a ll leave us? Or 

you, too, who are accustomed to 
gassing it, hanging on and re lying on 
momentum ra ther than finesse .

F irst off, if you’re a lso looking for 
an a ll-around easy-going tra ilbike 
instead of a tria ls compe tition bike , 
the Japanese machinery may be 
be tter. Leavitt picked the Kawasaki. 
We picked the Yamaha . We’ll be 
futz ing around with it shortly to se t 
it up for fancy foo-fooing, maybe 
some family enduro-type riding and 
genera l messin’ around.

Severa l reasons why we favor the 
Kaw or Yam for play bikes. Primary 
kickstarting. Unless you’ve tried it

you won't be lieve how many times 
you’re going to sta ll out trying to 
become profuse ly proficient a t going 
two miles an hour. O il injection is a 
convenience if you’re not counting 
ounces. And the Japanese brakes le t 
you stop in a hurry for tra il riding. 
The Kaw and the Yam gave us less 
trouble as far as carbure tion and 
loading up. They ran like tops and 
both the Montesa and the Ossa were 
not without the ir infuria ting 
moments.

So much for play biking. Wha t 
about compe tition? We couldn’t 
devise a points ra ting shee t in time 
for Good Friday, so here ’s wha t the 
various participa ting riders came up 
with when asked to pick the ir 
favorite . We didn’t put Lane on the 
spot and ask him which of the four 
he would take if he had to ge t off his 
Bui. O f the four he rode he had the 
most nice things to say about the 
Montesa and the Yamaha .

Funny, tha t’s how the sta ff went 
too.

Our other consulting tria ls riders 
gave the Yamaha and the Montesa 
the most votes with the Montesa 
ge tting the edge for compe tition.

We think Ossa has to come up 
with some decent brakes and de- 
stiffen the ir transmission some . Wha t 
it has going for it is its low price and 
proven performance in interna tiona l 
compe tition.

We only tested four boggers. If 
you’re in the marke t, don’t forge t 
about the 250 and 350 Buis, the new 
Montesa Cota 320, the new Honda 
250 four-stroke , the new 175 Yamaha 
and the ir mini 80, the Cota and 
Honda 125s and the 250 Suzuki. 
Sure is ge ttin’ crowded down a t 
swamp hollow. O
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