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It’s Special Test Ready,

But Is It Right For You?

uzuki was faced with a dilemma
S while engineering the PEs this

year. Since the improvements
in their prototypes directly reflected
the success of the American enduro
team, many ‘of the changes found
necessary by the team’s professional
riders would limit the PEs’ playbike
appeal and direct the machine to-
ward a smaller market of ‘‘expert”
caliber riders. To sidestep this prob-
lem, Suzuki introduced an entirely
new line of ‘RS’ series machines for
the serious playbiker and freed the
R&D boys to incorporate into the PE
those changes deemed essential to
its competitive evolution.

Compared to the somewhat stag-
nant development of the PE175 since
its introduction, the new T-model’s
update seems like a complete rede-
sign. Suzuki engineers chose this
year's RM125 single-downtube frame
because of its beefier steering stem
and superior rigidity. They covered
the new steering head'’s tapered roll-
er bearings with a rubber seal to pro-
tect them from trail grunge and fitted
a set of hefty alloy offset triple
clamps. An aluminum box-section
swingarm pivoting on needle bear-
ings replaced the old oval-section
mild-steel unit. Then they added the
pieces essential to outfit the frame
for enduro use. First came a rear
frame loop to support the extra-long
round-profile fender. Next an alumi-
num bashplate replaced the old mild-
steel unit and higher, cleated foot-
pegs supplanted last year’s pegs
which tended to droop either from
the rider’s weight or because they
had snagged a rock from their low
position. The new pegs are a full
inch higher. One thing that will still
etch trailside rocks is the bolt-on mo-
tocross sidestand which hangs way
out in the breeze, farther even than
the footpegs.

Next on the list of improvements
was suspension that would provide a

plush ride for all-day competition and
enough travel to blast through really
nasty special tests—all without raising
seat height to a teetering level. The
engineers chose hardware from the
RM125 and modified valving and
spring rates to fit the enduro format.
In front 36mm-Kayaba forks sport air-
assisted springing and 9.89 inches of
travel, up .79 inch over last year. In
back the 15.5-inch Kayaba gas-
charged shocks bumped wheel travel
up from 7.9 inches to 9.7 .inches—
nearly two inches—yet the PE’s seat
height only went up one inch. To
help compensate for the added
height, a narrower seat gives the rid-

er a little easier reach with his legs.
Our 5-foot-11-inch testers had no
problem planting both feet on the
ground. Although the PE’s suspen-
sion offered a plush ride without bot-
toming frequently, the rear shocks
weren’'t as responsive to sharp
bumps as the forks. They don’t fea-
ture the RM’s remote reservoirs, but
they do have tall urethane bumpers
to cushion the last inch of travel and
three-way adjustable preload for the
dual-rate springs. However they lack
the versatile damping adjustment of
the Yamaha IT175’s monoshock. Al-
though they were adequate for our
150-pound testers, riders who weigh
more or intend to compete seriously
may want accessory units.

Since the PE175’s engine was orig-
inally designed around the RM125,
Suzuki had little trouble sliding it into
the latest frame. However because of
a swingarm pivot closer to the coun-
tershaft’s axis, the rear portion of the,
crankcases had to be sculpted slight-
ly to provide enough clearance.

The enduro team riders found that
their 175s had no trouble keeping up
with their competitors in tight sec-
tions, but some of the other ma-
chines, the SWMs in particular,
would leave them in the dust on the
open trails. To produce more top-end
power, the PE’s transfer ports now
have six separate channels, all with
their own port openings as opposed
to last year’s two sets of bridged
ports. A 34mm Mikuni carb replaces




more than the IT’s 19.61 and the
KDX’s 19.26, but there are draw-
backs. This high-spinning, desert-
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A rectangular odometer is rubber mount-
ed to sturdy metal brackets and tucked
out of harm’s way behind the number-
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distinguish the PE175T from your ba-
sic playbike. Although the chassis is
fully capable of handling the consist-

fuel mist an avenue of escape, allow-
ing the reed petals to open faster.
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Extra baffles in an RM125N exhaust
system satisfy government sound

ently fast pace required to reach the

PE’s potential, it still requires hard 40 HP
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standards. Finally, the right crank- Sy

shaft seal now mounts outboard of

work. Its wide-open riding demands
are not what most weekend riders
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the main bearing for easier access

and to separate the bearing from the
thick transmission oil which used to
dubricate it causing considerable
drag. The bearing is now lubed by
the gas/oil mixture in the crankcase.

These changes did manage to
boost horsepower on the Webco
dyno to 22.38 at 9000 rpm. That is
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consider fun. But if you're a serious
competitor willing to ride the PE175
at mess-in-the-pants speeds, you
might be able to make the narrow,
but potent, powerband work for you.
If you fall into the B-rider category,
we suggest you look elsewhere. The
PE175 is for very capable riders
only. M
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THE SUZUK] PEs

SUZUKI PE175T

SUZUKI PE250T

SUZUKI PE40OT

TEST BIKE | SUZUKI PE175T SUZUKI PE250T SUZUKI PE400T
Suggested retail price $1899
Warranty None
Number of U.S. dealers 1450
Cost of shop manual Included
ENGINE
Type Two-stroke case-reed single ..... Two-stroke case-reed single
Displacement 2ABeEs o L 397cc
Bore x stroke 67 x 70mm ... .. | 856 x 70mm
Gompression: i 7 6110 i VeT i e Tl e e R i 784
Carburetion | 1, 34mm Mikuni slide needle..... 1,36mm Mikuni slide needle ...... 1, 36mm Mikuni slide needle
Ignition | PEI (pointless)..............cceeiiennis PEI (pointless)i:....... it linals PEI (pointless)
Lubrication | Premix .............. Premie iy Premix
Air filter | Oiled foam... Oiled foam.... Oiled foam
Battery [eNohe'7io e el B i Noepe s ol weaa ol None
DRIVETRAIN
Primary transmission | Straight-cut gear, 2.761:1 .......... Straight-cut gear, 2.727:1 .......... Straight-cut gear, 2.280:1
Clutch | 13 plates, wet...........cccceeeeieennnn. Qiplatesiwet. .o e 11 plates, wet
Final drive | %x% (No. 520) D.I.D., 48/12 .... | % x % (No. 520), 52/13 % x Ya (No. 520) D.I.D., 46/15
CHASSIS
Fork | 36mm Kayaba, 9.84 in. travel.... | 36mm Kayaba, 9.84 in. travel.... | 36mm Kayaba, 9.8 in. travel
Shocks | Kayaba gas/oil, 9.7 in. travel ... Kayaba gas/oil, 10.1 in. travel... | Kayaba gas/oil, 10.1 in. travel
Front tire | 3.00-21 Bridgestone MX M19 ... | 3.00-21 Bridgestone MX M19 .... | 3.00-21 Dunlop Sports K290
Rear tire | 4.00-18 Bridgestone MX M20 ... 5.10-18 Bridgestone MX M20 .... | 5.10-18 Dunlop Sports K290
Rake/trail | 29.9°/5.04 in. (128mm).............. 29.5°/4.92 in. (125mm) 29.5°/4.92 in. (125mm)
Wheelbase | 56.3 in. (1430mm) 56.9 in. (1445mm)

Seat height
Ground clearance
Fuel capacity
Wet weight

36.0 in. (914mm)..
12.2 in. (310mm)......
2:8 gal (0.6 liters):.o i
2411bs. (109kg) i e it e

56.9:in. (1445mm)..............
37.25 in. (946mm).
125/ 1n.:(3T7Tmm). 0
2.8 gal. (10.6 liters) ..
259 Ibs. (117kg)....

37.25 in. (946mm)
12.5 in. (317mm)
2.8 gal. (10.6 liters)
268 Ibs. (121kg)

Colors || Yellowa. o ineaia vliia i, Yollow:ihrat o sl sl banne o 3 Yellow
Instruments | Tripmeter resettable by tenths... | Tripmeter resettable by tenths... | Tripmeter resettable by tenths
PERFORMANCE

Power to weight ratio
Mileage & approx. range
RPM at 60 mph in top gear
Speed in gears at (redline)

10:8:lbsi AP il i e bt
20 mpg average, 56 miles..........
00300 5 e o
(9000) 1st 20.1 mph;
2nd 28.0 mph; 3rd 37.7 mph;

4th 47.8 mph; 5th 59.4 mph;

ethe70 mph . Sx e

Qb dbs T hpr i st
25 mpg average, 70 miles.
B4 IS e e "
(B000) 1st:23.8 mph.....o.il ik
2nd 32.5 mph; 3rd 42.1 mph;

4th 51.9 mph; 5th 62.9 mph;

othi74. 8 mphsii il i

7.82 Ibs./hp

16.9 mpg average, 47 miles
5485

(7000) 1st 29.0 mph;

2nd 38.3 mph; 3rd 49.0 mph;
4th 62.6 mph; 5th 76.5 mph
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